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12p.{ Pa|»t fteientta at^he aatfB»l Ba^tiBg of 
f«8*tr« C»ll«g« Wifcatay i^iocda«lcin |1 1tJs, ien« 

Coipositisa SklljLs (Literary)- **iagL Is 1' instruction i 
»Sipositcr3 WfltLag i fiiflheE IflutfaUoJi} KetneX, 

. - Te'chalqoesi •iaatiBCt C«ibittlngi S^n-ttjce© Stcttrtoie^ 

"•laogeasi-SeTitittce^ ftaceiei, « |a4 "Syatisttc ii^t*«ing Prie^lct-" 
Tie fiaal sttp iii thfi aastciicttoo legosnca is to lake the sjn-tactde' 
eSfceises perfeitteat to stenaia-ts ' «r*tiBg by layiag tBtwaptil> tfcfa* 
l«s^ons to their s-ta Mac*' eip«sit«cy«sslg aa«ati- a»Wiiitte • 
iflitther er .act stiiaeuts fcari «a-tuita 4a th«li us* of »citt«ii arntai' 
stfTeral lethoai - lay le usta: clatt« len«^ , aol6j:dj.natloa iidAcea- ' ' 
t JP» of Stt*9i4iaatloii sna ttai-t liagfehr alia i^iIaie« o£ ; 
s#attnc»-0OBklBtng tian§£oc'ia-tieafl. Betbo^a aach as i.ncid«net .o£ 
u^ije arcois ana length &f seat«nct^ ate a«t aa «ai.nabLe, Tlis losfe 
usif aL iBdat Is le«g-th off r-OAl* <8tnLial ^eiiinal Dalt) ^iace it- is 
%mr to co«nt, aiiple to use, ofcjactirep aafl dleaenstntM a cltst 
progTeasioa to »aia, ■atari ty i« syota.cticil eoa-trol. CPL) 
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^ ^ \ Th€ iQg^tructloiiil aliB tD dlscusstd la this paper im thm 
faQi].itaci^ of Inereaiad acatrplp fliKlblllty, and aeopliiclty of ^ 
#ttidm«i* mftitmi discussl&A of this aim will be follwcd by an 
ejtpioratlQa ©f a numtsr of ttWRode ^lor dettroiotfig wh^hef not 
thac aiJi has btea ntt* Baf^rt studmts ara provldad i^lth exarclasa 
Co devtlop tbair syntaeClQ' cMicreL, It la advlsabla for thmm to gato 
an awarantss of the l^o^iadg# of ayfitax iupll^lt in thalr uia of 
lan^uaga. Ths ttaehar chm nay capitally m a basis llniulatlc 
skill ttiat Is laamtd implicitly as laaguage la learnsdi If studmts 
giln emelsusftiss ©f thalr use of this stUl they Teallsr-rtist ' 
Intentlotial c&ntral of ^ytitaatlc pactainilAg furtha? raflats a skill 
chat dthar^lse r^alAs at a lass effective, subllmitial iaval« .This 
Initial lii&tructiotial apprdsab is Isicd oa ChoukyU disl|Ciatlon 
bttwaan /'parfoTOMiat'^and "cQnipet^ee'- in Ungulstlc skllla 
CChoaskyi 1965); specif Icallyp tht Introductory davlcas to ba 
dalifiaated aDpioy studants' basic eompatanee lavals in ordef to 
devalap tbair parfonnarxaa lavela, rha dllArepancy bat^am m 
&idlvldyal's ability to cr^agnlsa and undirstand. corxaat syntax 
^d hia/har Inability to employ sa^ura ayntasc ean be nade uaafvl. 
kM studmts axtmd Qonsclous cocitrol of thalr oospatanca they ars 
able to davalop increased facility ^ith syntactic pattems in their 
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Stud»tii as^ aabltvs nnk^d l^rov&a&it in vaeabularf * mi Ul 
oigaBnAElOTal #<! ihstorleal tMWiqv<^s» but stllL m^lgy mlj m 

. of fluidity afid conpla^icy of studiyiti* Mpfesiloo. rhe ^ultle Inttr* 

naturs §]^taatla patttxiis mtm imkimd^to mtyiimtm ^h© eatf" wield Only 
slfflpls arrangMmts. Studantt oftm actewlmdga this mmmm ©f 
lialtstion in taking about their wrlttogl tht popslblllty ci 
Ittarsised facility to th^ aammyQieatloa off difficult Ideas aervai 
as a ielf^&tltratlon lor dfcudmts as tbty bagin lavQlvs thtt* 
aslvss with practice ia syntax. 

^ A prasmtation hava taraad *^ofi*StotMca Praetlca" sirv^ts 
t@ elicit studuts' awabmtaa of Is^ lid It syfitaetlc teowlsdgi. Whm 
preatzitad with a a^^mca .dlsorgaQizad Into an a^iyntaatie pattim. 
as la the follo^flng^ atudmts note tha c^clal influenaa %hBt syntax 
exerts in ardsrln| wordi Inta senslblB relatlOTilitpa! Ex* 1) "time 

threw md plecea crowd the all sheiited of wine vhistlloi up tht then 

■ , ,1 * ■ ■ . ■ ■ 

ring bull and keep tog bottles toto braad down Itatlimr aumhimm the.'- 
It la eonmsn for studmta t© attribute "making" or aemantia valum 
only to the laxlaon of a sentenea^ since they can daf ina aaslly the 
words in the sentence « As students grapple to nake sense of a dis- 
Dtdared sentence they racognize that tha syntactic order la as 
signlfieant to meaning as tha individual words, mid to fact Is 
essmtial to semantic value. After etudenti haye mttempttd to re- 
order the words themselves Ijito a meanto^ful arderp pro^lda them the 
corraeted verilon of the non-sentancei "Keeping up whlatllngj the 
crowd sh^ted all the tlmt, and^threw places of breid down teco the 
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lui^ r^rj^^ »d Isathfti vtoa bottles" (In ouy T^s ^ 

' Ito felnfaree synta^tle undtv^ to mid tfcc transfer 

of im^%tci% k[iowl#dge lAto axpllcit practlQa, m mi^rtimm ctratd/ 

" ^ / ' n ' J_ 

abscise thm direct tovaris tha p^tvlous uerclsti ,ttil§ pra^lca 
offeri Bntmkcmm with eo^reet syzitiJCp but without reeogalsab^a i^otdBz 
Ex, 2) "Twas brilllgi md the sllthy tovM/Dld gyre md glvbla In tht 
wabapi ^ Jabbtrirock. . »CMt whlffllAg thMugh tht tulgay vaod*/ tad 
buxbltd as It caM" (-'Jsbbtivoaky^'* Lewis Carroll). Tiim myntSLCtie. 
pattam is ^sphaslEed by the nploymmt^noQieaia Stud^ti 
racQg?ili# that thsy cm daaipbar mm% ''mMAJAg"» bors later changt 
aad relatlomal iTLCaraotlonf from thass nonaansi wofds t^im frps the 
dliardsfsd santance of saslly racp^l^abl^ werde iii Eit. 1« Tha 
furthar advmtagt of this axaraisa Is that itudants ean Isam gramar* 
and praatlca racogalzljig parts spesahp mora sffaetlvaly than in 
ordinary santtneas« They racogiil^a thm subject and pjadlQatlonj the 
tQadlfylng phrases nd elausaSp tha ^ubordljiatlon of i€at€ma alemants, 
by being foreed to address only tha grasroatlcil rtlatlaiiahlps without 
known nouns g verbs i^^c. aatlng as aarkara to guide thsmi thus increased 
sisisitlvlty to purely grMaatlcal lat#rahta|e Mid syntaEtlc patternliig 
is rata f oread p raadying studmts for aeitual praQtice la syntactie 
pattarning. 

Ttansfar of Competanee jjitg Performajieai Syntaetic Pattejmlng 

A brief sesslra of syntactic raarrmgeaent prov^idei tbe Initial 
step lat© syntactic pattaroljig. The saias nmsenit^santtnca desonstratas 
how tha syntactic units cm be shifted aid reairangedi Ex. 3) fBurblliig 



mm it Qsim^ th« Jabb«rvock cim vfaif filng^TOugh the tulge^ wood." ; 
Studaftjts my «p€xlMiit idth thmit &mk m^m^mmm^MmUtmtka&s ml ting 
mad r^Arrmnglng tliam. Ltsc iteptleal instructors feel that this m%~ 
mt(^mm Is scmtvhat vhlMlcal or outXmndlsh^ It Is useful to rmei^ar 
thMZ students tooowitsr nmw words In thtlr readings or mttempt 
to mwploy imfislllar vocmbulmry latbelr writing^ they esqierlanaa a 

I 

situation vmty sinllar to this ancotoitsr with sonsrop^^stntadces, 

"Syritsatic Patterning Praotlea" is ona of the devalopmantal ax- 

arelsas ^at should be amphaslsa^ in insti^ction. ' Af tier b ting prasantad 

word definitions, axsnplas, and raaognltion-praatlM of tha four kinds 

of santancts (datallad applanations of phrasas ud clansa^ Is assent- 

lal )i studeats will bagln syntactic transfprmatloM* Xha Instructor 

should first provide an aKampla oft and ask tham to vrlte^ a karnal 

santanca» or syntactic unit- 

Esc. 4: The storm brawad ominously 

Than add a prapositional unlti 

%%r 5: rha stDrm brawad oain©usly/ovar the dasert* 

Th^n add modification. • 

Esc. 6: rhroughout tha night/ the atom brawad ominously /over the 
dastrt. 

Then add a sicond Indspendent clausa: 

Ex* 7^ rhroyghout the nlg^t tha storm brawad ontnoualy over the 
tha desart/and concitned Inhabltiants began to evacuata 
tha aria-^ ' 

Then add a subDrdinatt clause i ' , 

Bi rhro%ighout the night tha storm brewed omlnQusly oyer tha 
desert; the concarned Ifihabltants began to evacuata the 
area when hurricane wamlngs ware broadcast* 

Studants should rap^at this trattsfomatlonal sequence baglfming with 

a new kemal unit fsch time until th^ gain facility in adding syn- 



Syntactic ^ed Jlie and Reco^lnlne In Students' Stylistic Devlopmeat 

nie final application nectssar^ to nake syntactic exercises 
pertinent to Btudents'* regular writing activities Is to have thm 
/ apply thisa lessons to thsir standard BxpomLtory asslpLmsnts. At this 
stagt thmy should sBplay thtir own syntactic patttrns. (^t may be 
adifiiablc to pr©vlda an m%mplmry saquenGe of santeneas that cm bt 
racDBblned and ambadaed* Bmm Santanca Cotfelning , W, Strongp 1973 
for nimarQus aKanplasO Students sheuld attampt to cp^ina and 
^«Mga the 5ynta|||^ units within, aantert^s for nore subtla and fluid 
orderlni of ideas ; further, series of shorter, broken sentences shculd 
be aabedded and reeombined Into Eora eoi^lex syntactic arrangeffiants. 
By eraplcylng their own past writ tan work as a basis for syntactic ' 
exarctsaa, studantstransfer their previous practice with syntactic 
pattsnilni^ to their own*s^l^tip periorffiancs, thus effaeting direct 
development In their ending vrltlng affart, ' 
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Indlees of llaturity In Wrlttsn Syntas * 

Thm aythors feel thmt this sfequence of exerclies presents a pad- 
ogically sound method for encdurAglttg maturity of written syntdK, Sons 
Instructors nay desire to evaluate changea In their students' syntact- 
ic performance; others may deslra to e^cplora Information on the devel- 
opDaent of wrlttin syntax further* This portion of the paper is de- ^\ 
voted to an exploration of me'thods for determining whether or not 
students hawi "maturid" In their use of written syntax. Methods 
Incluat thosi wMch relate to bringing graBmatlcal usage under control, 



those whleh retace to io&TsaslAg Imn^th ol s|ia[taet£a subdlvlsLoci , 
thosa ^hleh^qplore extents and tyiia o^^^^^ordlAatlony and tilost based 

■_ * ■ ■ ' ' 

' Usage €|^ar8 ars a txmdltlbaal biit Invalid ms&tod o£ ditaiailfiliig 
syr^t^cti^ macurl^yt Flrstp thars is a Large lubjectlva ee^ioatiit oti 
any de^xmlnatldn of what la to hm cQMldsrad^eaaptabla usaga (P^c^^^ 
rnVf 1974) » so that classlflcatlen bico^s rathar arbitrary. Iii add^ 
lclon» studaats davaloplng thalr vrlting aklUa are constantly slag- 
ing naif pDtent&al aoureas mi flulbillt^ Co tnH|^ basic ayntseCLc , 
struc tufas. Ic Is pQsalbds that a Im rata ot arrors ra^aals ^ 

failure t@ Incorporate ntw, mora satura iyntaetlc Srataglasi a high 
cate liay accompm^ new sytitaetic axperlmenta which will rpsult Is in» 
eraasas syntactle controls nia tQCal luguage eonpetAiaa in the 
studtnt'S repartolra may not be ravealed by hie psrfomanae at anjf 
particular tlma; many attidaiits^ whan aakad to "raread and edit*' papars 
for sentence and/or usage irrdrSi cm and will aorreot thos^ arrcrsi 
tha students art not incrfeastng their Qoapetencej but thalr pirfcraancei 
Clausa Length as an Index * ^ 

Ancther traditloaal maasura for aasasslng increaalng cqnpla^lty 
and oaturity of language uia 1^ Man ntmber of words par clauie. Rs* 
cent research indicates that clauaa laagth can ba used as a ^liirt 
of growth, but that tha lengthaning oceuxs with ''glacial slowness" la 

it 

the early grades (Hunt» 1910, tiarrell* 1957). Neverthelass, as stud- 
ents move through the gradas they do ^rlte longer clauses (Huntj 1965, 
1970; O'Domell. 1968; O'Donnell at al^ 1967| from their data coiBputsd 
^ by Huat)* 

Extent and Type of Subordination Indices 

Exploring extent and type of subordination as Indlcei for gyatsct- 
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t»turlt7 is hmmmi m ttst riclenal^ thae qli^gM eocvr due M 
tlevslDpamc of ablllQp td Chlak LA a dtitmwmt and mort mstikre tiaimsr 
about the ralAtlqns batMMOi varl&tis eon^epts eonsldtrsd^ as wll 

as dua to tha deveopiiafit ability to aontroL syn tattle gtruefi^rts* ' 
Subardlnitlan alloir the wttt^r co explore more adnple^ prcpoaitloM 
vlth a sore CQhmtmnt ^^mLzmtion ^ Runr (1965^ propoits a ratio of 
/total Qlausss (subordliiats and ^la) to main elause§ ai a measurs of ^ 

extant of Bx£bbtd±Qmt±on^ This and other aubordLfiation counts havm * 

■I . " ./ • . 

shown diatlnct isLQtmmmm wL^; laerMse ^ gradt» levgL:(Dai&t€naa9 
1970; FrogMr J|931; HarrsLl, 1957; LaBrantt 1533; McCarthyi 1946; 
O'Bonnells et al^ 1967)* The proportion of aach type of subordlnatlos 
also chasgei ovar tlnSp t^lth an Incraasa In avmbar of noim» adjact-* 
ivalt and adverbial almmmB (Harrsll, 1957| Ifajnt, 196S; 1970 j LaBrant, 
1933). J • 
Setitence Length as an IfldsK * 

Sahtence length as aa inda^ of maturi^i ^hUe apparantly uaa- 
'fulp suffers form Issuag both of difinltlon and q£ appliemtloii« Ra^ 
searahara h^e not always def lnad%entenoea by tha m^m "rulss" 
(O'Donaellt Griff In* £ Morfis, 1967)* Himt's deflfiltlon of "whatayer 
tha vrlter puts betwten a capital letter and a psrlod or other termiaal 
nark" solvaa this ^flnicloaal problen» but laaves opaa tha quastion 
of how to deal with dl^couMt aioundlnp wi^^atntence fra^entSp aueh 
as that of fourth grade studenti ^ho tend to run togtth|r vhat would 
.otherwisa 6e cotialdered many siotencas without punctiiatlon and oCtAn 
even without coordlnatLon^ Becausa of theae problems, the tendtncy 
for sentences to lengtheti o\rir the grades is obscured; the moat io* 
mature writers^ who fail to raaognlEe and control basic s^taatlc 
division^, will receive tha h^^est score on this index of maturity .. 
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(Hwtot, 1965). ^ ... 

Seatmnce*Goi^l«lng TransfocMjtloag as an Indax 

Thm xatlraala for^uia o£ Man fimAer of smt&tenaa^coeibinlDg tirras* 
fotmmtionm im feaiad on ^thsarlts oj trusfaniaclQoal graramff Bxatm 
aad Klassen <15?3) neasured pyiieac&lc nmtuFlty by a method "Mieatlmlly 
of raverstng thm ,a&mal genir^tloB q£ a §€atsnc€» « . (and Identifying) 
th^^^ iraquenay aiid complsrity of trnefecutlQiis ai^loyed 1a prodactag 
a sshtancs, . . (p. 315) . Tba use ot imtenca-eomblniag craaafoniatlonB 
do©s iacrsasa over tiaet but Huat (1970) notes that It is wt just the 
Increas^ in ust ot sintenee-CQmblaiag eons time tioni i^lch ohaYactmri^ss 
older writs^s, it Is also the we of a wider variety of sudh ttaas-^^ 
formations. ^ ^ 
T-Unit Length ai an Ipdax 

The T^wit, a nicluiaiiie for ^^MLcliul Terminal Unlt'% was defined 
by Hunt as "one main clause plus any iubardlnate clause or non^^^ldusdl 

structure that Is attached to or aabedded in ltj9» cutting a paiiage 
into T-uaits will ST^c^tltig it late tht shortest units which It Is 
gramatlcally allovabls to punctuate as santences. In this sensap 
it is minimal and terminable" (Huatp 1970^ p. 4). He fMls that X- 
unit length tm better than single ladlDaa such as average length of 
main clauses or inoraape In number of subordinate clauses i bacausa it 
'preserves all the subordination aahlived by the student » acid all his 
coordli^atlon beti^iea words and phrasis and subordlnata ^auaas,'* but 
devalues the coordination batwien clauses vhlch makes fourth grade 
writing InoMtura. Hunt also reports that there was connate agraament 
of Idantlflcatloa of T^units ^*so long aa the Judges were confronted 
with well-fomtd sentancas either declarative or interrogative," A 
large nunAer of studlas ualrig^ T'-unlt length have varifled l.ts 



abiilty to show tvidencm of aaturatlga (Bratm ^ EXtsserip 1973f iry^ats 

* ■ -- 

1971} Dautermant 1970; Hunt; 1965} O'Domell tt kt 1967). We muit eoa- 
alude with O'Donnell St al that I--twlt length Is' Lndte'd a *^al^l#, valid 
Indicator of dsvslopmant of ^yntaetic cotttrol.^' 

* i 

swmsLY 

This paper has at tamp ted to provide a asquance of InitruatloB 
which may result in inereaiing studentg* abllitlsa In manlpala^ 
tion and control of* syntu. It has also ^jjteinp ted to provids an ovat* 
view of msthods which may anabla the inpt^uctor co dftarmlns the 
effects cn ^student writingof Instruction In syntsctie flexibility. 
Evidanee from this review implies that a ni^er ot aeasurea may pro^' 
vide clues about tiim maturation in eontrol of written syntax « clmusa 
length, subordlaatlon indices^ typa of subprdlnatiQn tod vnit langtlip 
indicea of sentenca-combining transfoniations* Other Mthods, 
such as incidence of usage errors md langth of iantences, at ft not as 
valuabla. Certainly the Index prasantly most u^iilul tc the taachar 
assessing change and maturation in writtfin syntax la length of T^unlt 
since it is easy to ^oimtp simpla to usei ob J active i and damonstrat^s 
a clear progression toward maturity in syntaecical conjDrol* 
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